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Smart-lesson Nr 10 - Italian, level 1 
 
Topics: 
 

- How to say “I am going to eat/study/work” 
- How to count from 1 to 10 and how to start using these numbers in useful sentences 
- How to say “I would like” so that you can order food or drinks and say what you would like to do 
- How to say “and then/afterwards/after” 
- How to use everything you have learnt today in longer sentences 

 

Lesson: 
 

Do you remember how to say “I go”? …”Vado” … And “you go”? … “Vai”. 
 
You used the verb “andare” (to go) with the following words (prepositions): 
 
Vado a Berlino 
Vado a casa 
Vado al ristorante 
Vado in Germania 
 
After the verb “andare”, the most common preposition is “a” (“al” is a variation of “a”, and you will 
learn more about it in the future). 
 
If you have a look at the sentences above, you will notice that all of them include nouns, but you can 
also use the verb “andare” with verbs, as you do in English in sentences like “I am going to eat”, “I 
am going to study”.  
In order to do this, you need to remember the basic form of verbs (the infinitive): 
parlare (to speak), studiare (to study), andare (to go), lavorare (to work), ballare (to dance), 
cucinare (to cook) 
 
Let's see how we can combine the verb “andare” with another verb: 
Vado a studiare (I am going to study or I go studying) 
Vado a lavorare (I am going to work or I go working) 
Vado a cucinare (I am going to cook or I go cooking) 
Vado a ballare (I am going to dance or I go dancing) 
 
So, to combine the verb “andare” with another verb, you conjugate the first verb and add the 
infinitive form of the second verb. To connect the two verbs, you use the preposition “a”. 
 
Let's learn one new useful word and then let's see everything in a conversation: 
 
Dopo = afterwards/then/after → e dopo = and then 
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Dove vai? 
Vado al ristorante. 
E dopo?  
Vado a lavorare. 
 
Compare:  
Vado al lavoro → “lavoro” is a noun 

Vado a lavorare → “lavorare” is a verb 
 
Vado al ristorante → “ristorante” is a noun 

Vado a mangiare → “mangiare” is a verb 
 
Let's now learn the numbers from 1 to 10: 
 
1 = Uno (una, if referring to a feminine noun: e.g. una lingua) 
2 = Due 
3 = Tre 
4 = Quattro 
5 = Cinque 
6 = Sei (identical spelling and pronunciation to the verb “you are” as in “sei italiano”!) 
7 = Sette 
8 = Otto 
9 = Nove 
10 = Dieci 
 
Let's use them straight away: 
 
Due libri 
Tre pizze 
Quattro case 
Cinque lingue 
 
...and in sentences: Studio due lingue (I study/I am studying two languages), mangio una pizza (I 
am eating a [one] pizza) 
 
Let's add a new word: “birra” (beer) 
What is the plural of “birra”? It ends with an “-a”... “birre” 
How do you say “two beers”? … “Due birre” 
 
Let's learn one more word so that you can start ordering food and drinks: 
“Vorrei” = I would like  
 
For example: 
Vorrei una birra 
Vorrei due pizze 
 
You can combine “vorrei” (I would like) with infinitives to express what you would like to do: 
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Vorrei mangiare (I would like to eat) 
Vorrei studiare (I would like to study) 
Vorrei lavorare (I would like to work)  
 
...or even in longer sentences: 
 
Vorrei studiare russo (I would like to study Russian) 
Vorrei mangiare una pizza (I would like to eat a/one pizza) 
Vorrei andare a casa (I would like to go home) 
Vorrei lavorare in Spagna (I would like to work in Spain) 
Non vorrei lavorare domani (I would not like [I don’t want] to work tomorrow) 
 
Let's compare the two structures we used with the infinitive form today: 
 
Vorrei parlare italiano 
v 
Vado a mangiare 
Vado a lavorare 
Vado a studiare 
Vado a cucinare 
 
When you combine two verbs, unless it's the verb “andare” (to go), don't add anything between 
them: 
E.g. Vorrei mangiare, vorrei andare, vorrei lavorare 
After the verb “andare” (to go), always add a preposition. Most of the time it will be “a” or a variation 
of “a” (e.g. “al”). 
E.g. Vado a mangiare, Vado a ballare 
 
Now let’s take a look at what we have seen in a conversation: 

 
            Dove vai?  - Where are you going?) 
            Vado a lavorare, e tu?  - I am going to work, and you?) 
            Vado a studiare. Vorrei mangiare… - I am going to work. I would like to eat… (here = I am hungry) 
            Dopo andiamo al ristorante? (Shall we go to the restaurant afterwards?) 
            Sì! E dopo andiamo al cinema! (Yes! And after that to the cinema!) 
 

→ Very soon you will be able to say much more! 
 

Well done! Bravo! (or brava!) 

Takeaways: 
It's impossible to remember everything the first time round. Focus on recurrent and/or important 
words/structures. 
Below are the important takeaways from this lesson (this is what you should try to remember/use/revise). 

Grammar points: Let's take a look at how to 
combine the verb “andare” with 
another verb: 
 

“Vorrei” = I would like 
 

For example: 
Vorrei una birra (I would like a/one beer) 
Vorrei una pizza (I would like a/one pizza) 
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Vado a studiare (I am going to 
study or I go studying) 
 
Vado a lavorare (I am going to 
work or I go working) 
 
Vado a cucinare (I am going to 
cook or I go cooking) 
 
Vado a ballare (I am going to 
dance or I go dancing) 
 
You conjugate the first verb 
and add the infinitive form of 
the second verb. To connect 
the two verbs, you use the 
preposition “a”. 
 

 
You can combine “vorrei” (I would like) with 
infinitives to express what you would like to 
do: 

 
Vorrei mangiare (I would like to eat) 
Vorrei studiare (I would like to study) 
Vorrei lavorare (I would like to work)  

 
...or even in longer sentences: 

 
Vorrei studiare russo (I would like to study 
Russian) 
Vorrei mangiare una pizza (I would like to 
eat a/one pizza) 
Vorrei andare a casa (I would like to go 
home) 
Vorrei lavorare in Spagna (I would like to 
work in Spain) 
Non vorrei lavorare domani (I would not 
like [I don’t want] to work tomorrow) 

 
Let's compare the two structures we used 
with the infinitive form today: 

 
Vorrei parlare italiano 
v 
Vado a mangiare 
Vado a lavorare 
Vado a studiare 
Vado a cucinare 

 
When you combine two verbs, unless it's 
the verb “andare” (to go), don't add 
anything between them: 
E.g. Vorrei mangiare, vorrei andare, vorrei 
lavorare 
After the verb “andare” (to go), always add 
a preposition. Most of the time it will be “a” 
or a variation of “a” (e.g. “al”). 
E.g. Vado a mangiare, Vado a ballare 

Words: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Numbers from 1 to 10: 
 
1 = Uno (una, if referring to a 
feminine noun: e.g. una lingua) 
2 = Due 
3 = Tre 
4 = Quattro 
5 = Cinque 

Let's add a new word: “birra” (beer) 
What is the plural of “birra”? It ends with an 
“a”... “birre” 
How do you say “two beers”? … “Due birre” 

 
Let's learn one more word so that you can 
start ordering food or drink: 
“Vorrei” = I would like 

 
For example: 
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6 = Sei (identical spelling and 
pronunciation to the verb “you 
are” as in “sei italiano”!) 
7 = Sette 
8 = Otto 
9 = Nove 
10 = Dieci 
Let's use them straight away: 
 
Due libri 
Tre pizze 
Quattro case 
Cinque lingue 
 
...and in sentences: Studio due 
lingue (I study/I am studying 
two languages), mangio una 
pizza (I am eating a [one] 
pizza) 
 

Vorrei una birra 
Vorrei due pizze 
 
 
Dopo = afterwards/then/after → e dopo = 
and then 

 
Dove vai? 
Vado al ristorante. 
E dopo?  
Vado a lavorare. 
 

Sentences to remember: Vado a lavorare e dopo vado 
al ristorante 
(I am going to work and then I 
am going to the restaurant) 
 
Domani non vado a lavorare 
(Tomorrow I am not going to 
work) 

Vorrei una birra  
(I would like a/one beer) 
or 
Vorrei una pizza 
(I would like a/one pizza) 
 
 
 
 

Homework (Practice time!):  
 
I don't expect you to remember new things straight away: you are of course welcome to have a look at the 
explanations in order to complete this part. Ideally, from the next lesson onwards, you will try to remember 
the vocabulary, verbs and structures from previous lessons, before looking them up. 
 
 Answer the following questions: 
 

1. How do you say “I am going to eat?” a) ____Vado a mangiare____ And what  
 
about “I am going to the restaurant”? b) _____Vado al ristorante____  
 

Translate the following sentences into English: 
 

2. Vorrei una birra ___________I would like a beer_____ 
 

3. Vado a casa e dopo vado al cinema _______I am going home and then I am going to the 
cinema________ 

 
4. È francese?  ____________Is he/she French?______ 
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5. Vorrei mangiare una pizza __________I would like to eat a pizza_______ 
 
 

Translate the following sentences into Italian: 
 

6. I’d like to speak Italian 
 
___________Vorrei parlare italiano____________ 

 
7. I am from London but I live in Germany 

 
_________Sono di Londra ma vivo in Germania___ 
 
 

8. Tomorrow are you going to the park?  
 
________Domani vai al parco?_________ 
 

 
 
React to the following questions (in any way you can): 
Ideally, this should be a speaking exercise. If you want to write your answers out, do this afterwards. 
The aim of this exercise is to train fluency, not accuracy. This means answering/reacting when people talk to 
you, rather than waiting to have the perfect sentence before responding (maybe the person will leave before 
you get the chance...!). 
 
Your answer doesn't have to be perfect, just do your best with what you know. 
 
Now it’s your turn! React to the following questions: 
 
As the questions in this section can be answered in many different ways (already from the first lesson but 
even more lesson after lesson), only sometimes answer options will be given. Any answer is good as long 
as you react! 
 

9. Parli italiano? 
 

10. Vai al lavoro domani? e.g. No, domani no or No, domani non vado al lavoro 
 

11. Vivi in Spagna? 
 

12. Vai al lavoro adesso? 
 

13. Lavori molto? 
 

Well done! Bravo! (or brava!) 
See you tomorrow!  

 


